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Blue-throated Macaw by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

 

Bolivia has a very distinctive allure. It does not have the longest list of birds, nor does it have the best 

infrastructure or accommodations of any South American country. However, Bolivia has more intrigue 

and potential than any other South American country. Bolivia has more barely accessed natural areas, 

more varied habitats yet to be explored, and more opportunity for visiting birders to actually contribute 

to the base of knowledge that is only very recently, and very slowly, being expanded by researchers and 

travelling birders alike. 

 

The above paragraph says nothing of the endless, impressive, awe-inspiring backdrops against which a 

birding adventure in Bolivia plays out. Towering peaks soaring tens-of-thousands of feet high, canyons 

plunging thousands of feet deep, and the largest inland lake in all of South America (home to the most 

influential native culture on the continent), are daily landscapes one enjoys during a tour through the 

heart of the Bolivian Andes. Dry Chaco forests, swampy Pampas grasslands, unique Chiquitania 
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woodland, endemic-rich arid Andean valleys, and the bird-rich Yungas right up to scree slopes and 

bufedal wetlands at 15,000 feet are just some of the habitats in which we spend valuable time.  

 

In order to complement our standard comprehensive Bolivia tour, our remote tour concentrates on the 

far flung and rarely visited endemics and localities. Diverse, spectacular species and scenery, as well as 

being, by default, utterly immersed in truly remote, intact, Andean culture. Birding in Bolivia isn’t just a 

trip; it’s a unique, total experience. 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 

REMOTE 

Day 1 Arrival day in La Paz  

Day 2 La Paz to Chulumani via La Cumbre 

Day 3 Apa Apa Reserve 

Day 4 Chulumani to La Paz 

Day 5 La Paz to Sadiri Lodge via Rurrenabaque 

Days 6 to 8 Sadiri Lodge 

Day 9 Sadiri Lodge to Trinidad 

Day 10 Trinidad to Riberalta, PM birding near Riberalta 

Days 11 & 12 Riberalta area 

Day 13 Riberalta to Trinidad 

Days 14 & 15 Blue-throated Macaw & surrounding savannah 

Day 16 Trinidad to La Paz 

Day 17 Final departure 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 
 

Day 1: Arrival day in La Paz.  Guests arriving from 

their various points of origin will be greeted at the 

airport, and then transported to our hotel 

accommodations in La Paz. After a welcome dinner 

to discuss the forthcoming day’s birding, a good 

night’s rest will be in order, as we begin our 

adventures bright and early the following morning!  

 

Day 2: La Paz to Chulumani via La Cumbre.  An 

early departure will see us heading towards Apa Apa 

and Chulumani in the heart of the north Bolivian 

Yungas. The list of birds we will search for along the 

higher elevations of today’s route is impressive, with 

the likes of Andean Goose, Crested Duck, Giant Coot, 

Rufous-bellied and the rare Grey-breasted Seedsnipe, 

Glacier and Boulder Finch, Cream-winged Cinclodes, 

Stripe-headed Antpitta, Scribble-tailed Canastero, 

Puna Tapaculo and several species of ground tyrants 

at the highest elevations.  

 

Working our way down these staggeringly attractive 

high Andean slopes, we will bird some forest tracts 

for Black-winged Parrot, Yungas Dove, Diademed Tapaculo, the endemic Black-throated Thistletail, 

Hooded Mountain Toucan and Yungas Pygmy Owl. Mixed 

flocks are often encountered, and some of the regular 

participants such as Ochraceous-breasted Flycatcher, Light-

crowned Spinetail, Moustached and Black-throated 

Flowerpiercers, Golden-collared Tanager, Orange-browed and 

Drab Hemispingus, Scaled Metaltail, Violet-throated 

Starfrontlet and other fine hummers are around. In order to 

keep close to these fantastic birding areas, we will stay at a 

fairly basic hotel in Chulumani, very near to Apa Apa. 

 

Day 3: Apa Apa Reserve. Today is THE day that we search 

for the vulnerable and seldom-seen Scimitar-winged Piha, 

amongst a host of other fine middle Yungas species. The 

subtropical elevation of Apa Apa Reserve makes it one of the 

finest birding sites in Bolivia, containing many highly sought-

after species including Hooded Tinamou, Scarlet-breasted and 

Band-tailed Fruiteaters, Chestnut-crested Cotinga, Yungas 

Manakin, Slaty Gnateater, Blue-browed Tanager, White-

browed Brushfinch, Barred Antthrush, Dusky-green 

Oropendola, Green-cheeked Parakeet, Blue-banded Toucanet 

and an impressive array of flock species are all possible at this 

beautiful site.  

Hooded Mountain Toucan by Alisdair Hunter 

Stripe-headed Antpitta  

by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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 Mixed flocks can contain high concentrations of species, 

some of which may be welcome repeats from earlier on, or 

even new birds for the tour such as Black-winged Parrot, 

Versicolored Barbet, Straw-backed Tanager, White-bellied 

Woodstar, Crimson-mantled Woodpecker, Red-billed 

Parrot, Strong-billed Woodcreeper, Rufous-booted Racket-

tail Mottle-cheeked Tyrannulet, Unadorned Flycatcher, Inca 

Jay, White-eared Solitaire, and Slaty Tanager. In the 

evening, we’ll head out to search for the rarely recorded 

Cloud-forest Screech Owl. 

 

Day 4: Chulumani to La Paz. Depending on our success 

with finding the Scimitar-winged Piha, we might depart 

early this morning to reach the best upper Yungas and high-

elevation birding areas en route back to La Paz. The scenery 

today, as will be the case for much of this portion of the tour, 

is again of the spectacular kind.  

 

The Yungas, near Unduavi, gives us a chance at seeing 

Yungas (large-tailed) Doves, while Andean Guan, Yungas 

Pygmy Owl, Citrine and Pale-legged Warbler, White-banded Tyrannulet and Blue-backed Conebill, 

Hooded Mountain and Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager could all turn up. Further gems may consist of 

White-collared Jay, flocks of Southern Mountain Cacique, Scaled and Tyrian Metaltails, White-crested 

and Sierran Elaenias, the rare Three-striped Hemispingus, Barred Fruiteater or even Chestnut-crested 

Cotinga! However, the undeniable draw card here is the chance to see Hooded Mountain Toucan. This 

mythical creature, which has led plenty a fine birder on 

a merry chase through the Andes is certainly not 

guaranteed, but this is one of the better places to find it. 

We’ll arrive back in La Paz in the late afternoon.  

 

Day 5: La Paz to Sadiri Lodge via Rurrenabaque.  

This morning we head to La Paz airport for a flight to the 

tourist gateway town of Rurrenabaque. Thereafter, we 

depart on a 3-hour drive to Sadiri Lodge, enjoying a 

plethora of new, lowland species en route. Red-and-

green and Chestnut-fronted Macaws are possibilities, as 

is the prehistoric Hoatzin! Moriche palm groves along 

the way might get us Point-tailed Palmcreeper and 

Sulphury Flycatcher. We expect to arrive at Sadiri Lodge 

in time for lunch. By now, we will all have deserved a 

short rest before spending the afternoon birding the 

grounds and nearby trails in the pristine foothill forest 

around our lodge. Night birding has incredible potential, 

with Rufescent Screech, Crested and Band-bellied Owls 

all possible. 

 
Black-throated Thistletail  

by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Cloud-forest Screech Owl  

by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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Days 6 to 8: Sadiri Lodge.  We will have 

three full days to search out as many of the 

tropical foothill speciality birds as we can; 

fortunately for us, many of these species are 

more easily seen here than anywhere else in 

their ranges –Rufous-vented Ground Cuckoo, 

the first of several that comes to mind! This 

beautiful, well-appointed lodge is uniquely 

situated in Bolivia - having access not only to 

foothill forest but also some true lowland 

Amazonian tracts as low as 500masl in 

elevation.  

 

Over the next few days, we can expect to see 

some of this diversity, including White Hawk, 

the rare Subtropical and Amazonian Pygmy 

Owls, Great-billed Hermit and White-browed 

Hermits, Grey-breasted Sabrewing, Violet-

headed Hummingbird, Many-spotted 

Hummingbird, Violet-fronted Brilliant, Black-eared Fairy, Amethyst Woodstar, Black-tailed Trogon, 

Lemon-throated Barbet, Curl-crested Aracari, Bar-breasted Piculet, White-throated Woodpecker, 4 

species of Macaw (including Military), the endemic Bolivian Recurvebill, Rose-fronted Parakeet, 

Rufous-tailed, Chestnut-winged, and Buff-throated Foliage-gleaners, Sharp-tailed Streamcreeper, 

Purple-throated Cotinga, Grey-throated Leaftosser, Tschudi’s, Elegant and Inambari Woodcreepers, 

Western Striolated Puffbird, Brownish-headed and Hairy-crested Antbirds, Yungas, Red-billed, and 

Cinnamon-faced Tyrannulets,  Spectacled Bristle Tyrant, White-crested Spadebill, Dusky-tailed Flatbill, 

Round-tailed Manakin, Sharpbill, Cinereous Mourner, Chestnut-crowned and Pink-throated Becards, 

Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo, 5 species of Euphonia, Cuzco Warbler, Pectoral Sparrow, White-winged 

Paradise Tanager by Forrest Rowland 

Blue-and-yellow Macaw by Clayton Burne 
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Shrike-Tanager, Yellow-crested, Turquoise, 

Paradise, Green-and-gold, Yellow-bellied, Spotted, 

Masked and Olive Tanagers, Yellow-shouldered and 

Rothschild’s Grosbeaks. Mammals seen in recent 

years include Brazilian Tapir, Puma and Ocelot!  

 

Day 9: Sadiri Lodge to Trinidad.  We depart Sadiri 

Lodge this morning and start making our way east to 

Trinidad. The drive takes us through mostly 

disturbed Beni grassland and wetland habitat where 

we’ll see more typical wildfowl and waterfowl such 

as White-faced Whistling Ducks, Pied Plover, 

Maguari and Wood Storks, Jabiru, Cocoi Heron, a 

number of ibis including Bare-faced, Plumbeous and 

Buff-necked as well a Black-collared and Great 

Black Hawks, Campo Flicker, Yellow-headed 

Caracara, White-headed Marsh Tyrant and hopefully 

also the striking Scarlet-headed Blackbird. 

 

La Santísima Trinidad, commonly known simply as Trinidad is a large town with a friendly populace, it 

is fiercely independent and has attempted to secede from Bolivia even recently. Surrounded by rivers, 

lakes and lagoons – Trinidad is very much a small dot amongst the Beni grasslands and varzea forest, 

with Brown-throated Sloths present even in the town plaza! Time permitting, we may be able to start 

exploring our surrounds late this afternoon. 

 

Day 10: Trinidad to Riberalta, PM birding near Riberalta.  We have a morning flight from Trinidad 

to Riberalta. Variously known as Barranca Colorada (Red Canyon), La Cruz (The Cross), Ribera-Alta 

(High Bank) and finally Riberalta, this small town in the far north of Bolivia is all but forgotten, the 20th 

century rubber boom long passed. We will check into our hotel and bird the local surrounds time 

permitting. 

 

Days 11 & 12: Riberalta Area.  We 

have two full days to bird the 

surrounds of Riberalta. Our primary 

target is the rarely seen Masked 

Antpitta. Poorly known, and recorded 

from only a few locations in northern 

Bolivia, this attractive, genuinely rare 

bird is liable to be a major highlight of 

the entire tour!  

 

Whilst searching for our prime target, 

we can expect to see a number of other 

Amazonian specials including the rare 

and local Pearly-breasted Conebill, 

Horned Screamer, Amazonian and 

Great Antshrikes, Humaita and White-

Masked Antpitta by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Horned Screamers by Stephan Lorenz 
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browed Antbird, Sungrebe, Yellow-chinned 

Spinetail, Varzea Schiffornis, Johannes's Tody-

Tyrant, Spot-breasted Woodpecker, Ashy-headed 

Greenlet, Fawn-breasted Wren and Dusky-tailed 

Flatbill.  

 

A short distance from Riberalta is an island of dry 

cerrado grassland called Pampa de San Lorenzo. 

A completely different habitat has a 

correspondingly different community of bird 

species. Our primary target here will be the tiny 

Rufous-sided Pygmy-Tyrant, another rarely seen 

species amongst a supporting cast of Rusty-

backed Antwren, White-eyed Parakeet, Red-and-

green Macaw, numerous tanagers, the tricky 

Ocellated Crake, Natterer’s Slaty Antshrike and 

Horned Sungem.  

 

Day 13: Riberalta to Trinidad.  We may have another morning to bird the various habitats around 

Riberalta, before our return flight to Trinidad. 

 

Once back in Trinidad, we will drive only a short distance to the surrounding varzea forest in search of 

a few very important species such as the near-mythical Unicolored Thrush. Of equal importance are the 

local races of Plain Softtail (known locally as Beni Softtail), which is completely different to any 

currently know population in both vocalisation and behaviour, as well as the ‘Beni’ (Velvet-fronted) 

Grackle. 

 

Our time in the forests will not only be dedicated to finding the above three target species, with excellent 

chances of seeing Golden-collared, Blue-and-yellow and Chestnut-fronted Macaws, the unusual Hoatzin, 

Pale-legged Hornero, Plush-crested Jay, 

Greater Ani, Slender-billed Kite and Great 

Antshrike. We will also have our first 

opportunity of seeing a number of savanna 

species, here in isolation over 1000km 

away from most of the nearest known 

populations in Argentina, Brazil and 

Paraguay – and we all know what 

geographic isolation equals!  

 

Days 14 & 15: Blue-throated Macaw & 

surrounding savannah.  We have two full 

days to bird in some of the most fruitful 

and relaxed (relatively open habitat) 

birding of the tour. 

 

Our main focus here will be locating the 

Critically Endangered Blue-throated 

Rufous-sided Pygmy Tyrant by Forrest Rowland 

Hoatzin by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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Macaw. While searching for the macaws, 

we can also expect to see many other 

species, and the list of impressive birds is 

far too long for the purposes of this 

itinerary, but may include Southern 

Screamer, Orinoco Goose, Maguari Stork, 

Jabiru, Ocellated and Rufous-sided 

Crakes, Greater Thornbird, Nacunda 

Nighthawk, Scissor-tailed and Spot-tailed 

Nightjar,  Red-crested Cardinal, Greater 

Rhea, Undulated Tinamou, Muscovy 

Duck, Zone-tailed Hawk, Speckled 

Chachalaca, Grey-fronted Dove, Blue-

and-yellow, Red-and-green, Chestnut-

fronted and Golden-collared Macaws, 

White-eyed, Dusky-headed, Yellow-

chevroned and Peach-fronted Parakeet, 

Rufous-throated Sapphire, Pale-crested 

and Crimson-crested Woodpeckers, Grey Monjita and White Monjitas,  Rusty-collared, Lined, Double-

collared and White-bellied Seedeaters, White-browed, Chopi and Unicolored Blackbirds, Narrow-billed 

Woodcreeper, Grey-crested Cacholote, Chotoy Spinetail Large-billed and Rusty-backed Antwrens, 

White-eyed Attila, Campo Flicker, White-rumped Tanager, Swallow-tailed Hummingbird, White 

Woodpecker, Long-tailed Ground Dove, Hudson's Black Tyrant, and Black-capped Donacobius.  

 

Day 16: Trinidad to La Paz.  We can look forward to another morning birding the surrounds of Trinidad 

before taking a short flight back to La Paz this afternoon. We’ll enjoy a celebratory dinner this evening, 

and prepare for our adventure to Apolo for those continuing onwards with the extension. 

 

Day 17: Final departure.  The tour will conclude after breakfast this morning, whilst those participating 

on our extension to Apolo will depart early. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hudson’s Black Tyrant by Glen Valentine 
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FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs (where applicable) and spaces 

available for this tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES. 

 

The tour fee includes: 

• All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 17 of the main tour; 

• Bottled drinking water; 

• All lodgings during the tour; 

• All ground transportation (including boat transfers); 

• All national park and other reserve entrance fees; and 

• All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services) 

 

The tour does not include: 

• ANY flights (see above); 

• Visa fees; 

• Any drinks; 

• Special gratuities; and 

• Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single 

accommodation. If RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose 

to share, the single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that 

a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price 

is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other currencies 

listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (usually 

4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single supplement rates, 

which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small party 

supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have 

to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt 

to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, porters etc) are included on this tour. However, 

this does NOT include your Rockjumper leader. If, therefore, you feel that he has given you excellent 

service, it is entirely appropriate to tip him.  

 

Please note:  

• In some areas, it may be very hot, especially in the humid lowlands. We will thus make good use of 

early morning starts to avoid, as far as possible, birding in the middle of the day. In the lowlands, 

humidity will be high and potentially uncomfortable. As we will also spend much time at higher 
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altitudes, it is important to expect cool to cold mornings as well as high levels of Ultra Violet light.  

• It is important for the comfort of your fellow travellers that you do not over-pack. Kindly stick to 

20kgs (44lb) for check in luggage and 8kgs (18lb) for hand luggage. 

• This Bolivia tour is a fast paced, Mega tour and requires a very good level of fitness, and participants 

should be in good general health. Much of the birding will be done on foot and may require walking 

for several hours at a time.  

• This tour is not suitable for general birders, birder/photographers or non-hardcore birders. 

• If you have any physical limitations, please notify us in advance of departure. 

• Accommodation throughout the trip is of an average to good standard and the hotels and resorts that 

we make use of range from basic to comfortable. There is no camping on this trip. 

 

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will begin in La Paz on day 1 with a welcome dinner 

and conclude in La Paz after breakfast of day 17. 

 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure 

information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially 

confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly 

contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

Bolivia has two main ports of entry for international flights; Viru Viru International Airport, Santa Cruz 

de la Sierra (IATA: VVI) and El Alto International Airport, La Paz (IATA: LPB). Please DO NOT book 

any flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the 

tour. 


